English

English Appendix 1: Spelling

Most people read words more accurately than they spell them. The younger pupils are, the
truer this is.

By the end of year 1, pupils should be able to read a large number of different words
containing the GPCs that they have learnt, whether or not they have seen these words
before. Spelling, however, is a very different matter. Once pupils have learnt more than
one way of spelling particular sounds, choosing the right letter or letters depends on their
either having made a conscious effort to learn the words or having absorbed them less
consciously through their reading. Younger pupils have not had enough time to learn or
absorb the accurate spelling of all the words that they may want to write.

This appendix provides examples of words embodying each pattern which is taught. Many
of the words listed as ‘example words’ for years 1 and 2, including almost all those listed
as ‘exception words’, are used frequently in pupils’ writing, and therefore it is worth pupils
learning the correct spelling. The ‘exception words’ contain GPCs which have not yet been
taught as widely applicable, but this may be because they are applicable in very few age-
appropriate words rather than because they are rare in English words in general.

The word-lists for years 3 and 4 and years 5 and 6 are statutory. The lists are a mixture of
words pupils frequently use in their writing and those which they often misspell. Some of
the listed words may be thought of as quite challenging, but the 100 words in each list can
easily be taught within the four years of key stage 2 alongside other words that teachers
consider appropriate.

The rules and guidance are intended to support the teaching of spelling. Phonic knowledge
should continue to underpin spelling after key stage 1; teachers should still draw pupils’
attention to GPCs that do and do not fit in with what has been taught so far. Increasingly,
however, pupils also need to understand the role of morphology and etymology. Although
particular GPCs in root words simply have to be learnt, teachers can help pupils to
understand relationships between meaning and spelling where these are relevant. For
example, understanding the relationship between medical and medicine may help pupils to
spell the /s/ sound in medicine with the letter ‘c’. Pupils can also be helped to spell words
with prefixes and suffixes correctly if they understand some general principles for adding
them. Teachers should be familiar with what pupils have been taught about spelling in
earlier years, such as which rules pupils have been taught for adding prefixes and suffixes.

In this spelling appendix, the left-hand column is statutory; the middle and right-
hand columns are non-statutory guidance.

The International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) is used to represent sounds (phonemes).
A table showing the IPA is provided in this document.
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English

Spelling — years 5 and 6

Revise work done in previous years

New work for years 5 and 6

Statutory
requirements

Rules and guidance (non-statutory)

Example words
(non-statutory)

Endings which

sound like /[as/
spelt —cious or

—tious

Not many common words end like this.

If the root word ends in —ce, the /[/
sound is usually spelt as ¢ — e.g. vice
— vicious, grace — gracious, space —
spacious, malice — malicious.

Exception: anxious.

vicious, precious,
conscious, delicious,
malicious, suspicious
ambitious, cautious,
fictitious, infectious,
nutritious

Endings which
sound like /[al/

—cial is common after a vowel letter
and —tial after a consonant letter, but
there are some exceptions.
Exceptions: initial, financial,
commercial, provincial (the spelling of
the last three is clearly related to
finance, commerce and province).

official, special, artificial,
partial, confidential,
essential

Words ending
in —ant,
—ance/-ancy,
—ent,
—ence/—ency

Use —ant and —ance/-ancy if there is
a related word with a /ee/ or /e1/ sound
in the right position; —ation endings
are often a clue.

Use —ent and —ence/-ency after soft
¢ (/s/ sound), soft g (/d3/ sound) and
qu, or if there is a related word with a
clear /e/ sound in the right position.

There are many words, however,
where the above guidance does not
help. These words just have to be
learnt.

observant, observance,
(observation), expectant
(expectation), hesitant,
hesitancy (hesitation),
tolerant, tolerance
(toleration), substance
(substantial)

innocent, innocence,
decent, decency, frequent,
frequency, confident,
confidence (confidential)

assistant, assistance,
obedient, obedience,
independent,
independence
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Statutory
requirements

rRules and guidance (non-statutory)

Example words
(non-statutory)

Words ending
in —able and
—ible

Words ending
in —ably and
—ibly

The —able/-ably endings are far more
common than the —ible/~ibly endings.

As with —ant and —ance/-ancy, the —
able ending is used if there is a related
word ending in —ation.

If the —able ending is added to a word
ending in —ce or —ge, the e after the ¢
or g must be kept as those letters
would otherwise have their ‘hard’
sounds (as in cap and gap) before the
a of the —able ending.

The —able ending is usually but not
always used if a complete root word
can be heard before it, even if there is
no related word ending in —ation.

The first five examples opposite are
obvious; in reliable, the complete word
rely is heard, but the y changes to i in
accordance with the rule.

The —ible ending is common if a
complete root word can’t be heard
before it but it also sometimes occurs
when a complete word can be heard
(e.g. sensible).

adorable/adorably
(adoration),

applicable/applicably
(application),
considerable/considerably
(consideration),
tolerable/tolerably
(toleration)

changeable, noticeable,
forcible, legible

dependable, comfortable,
understandable,
reasonable, enjoyable,
reliable

possible/possibly,
horrible/horribly,
terrible/terribly,
visible/visibly,
incredible/incredibly,
sensible/sensibly

Adding suffixes
beginning with
vowel letters to
words ending
in —fer

The r is doubled if the —fer is still
stressed when the ending is added.

The ris not doubled if the —fer is no
longer stressed.

referring, referred, referral,
preferring, preferred,
transferring, transferred

reference, referee,
preference, transference

Use of the
hyphen

Hyphens can be used to join a prefix
to a root word, especially if the prefix
ends in a vowel letter and the root
Lword also begins with one.

co-ordinate, re-enter,
co-operate, co-own
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