
Glossary of Year 4 Terminology 

English Appendix 2: Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation  

The grammar of our first language is learnt naturally and implicitly through interactions with 

other speakers and from reading. Explicit knowledge of grammar is, however, very 

important, as it gives us more conscious control and choice in our language. Building this 

knowledge is best achieved through a focus on grammar within the teaching of reading, 

writing and speaking. Once pupils are familiar with a grammatical concept [for example 

‘modal verb’], they should be encouraged to apply and explore this concept in the grammar 

of their own speech and writing and to note where it is used by others. Young pupils, in 

particular, use more complex language in speech than in writing, and teachers should build 

on this, aiming for a smooth transition to sophisticated writing.  

The table shows when concepts should be introduced first, not necessarily when they should 

be completely understood. It is very important, therefore, that the content in earlier years be 

revisited in subsequent years to consolidate knowledge and build on pupils’ understanding.  

The grammatical terms that pupils should learn are labelled as 'terminology for pupils'. They 

should learn to recognise and use the terminology through discussion and practice.  

Year 4: Detail of content to be introduced (statutory requirement) 

Word The grammatical difference between plural and possessive –s 

Standard English forms for verb inflections instead of local spoken 

forms [for example, we were instead of we was, or I did instead of I 

done] 

Sentence Noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns 

and preposition phrases (e.g. the teacher expanded to: the strict maths 

teacher with curly hair) 

Fronted adverbials [for example, Later that day, I heard the bad news.] 

Text Use of paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme 

Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun within and across sentences to 

aid cohesion and avoid repetition 

Punctuation Use of inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct 

speech [for example, a comma after the reporting clause; end 

punctuation within inverted commas: The conductor shouted, “Sit 

down!”] 

Apostrophes to mark plural possession [for example, the girl’s name, 

the girls’ names] 

Use of commas after fronted adverbials 



Year 4: Detail of content to be introduced (statutory requirement) 

Terminology 

for pupils 

determiner 

pronoun, possessive pronoun 

adverbial 
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